BUSH or HEDGE VETCH, Vida septum Linn.

222. Bush or Hedge Vetch, Wcfa sep/i/m Linn. (X f); peren-
nial with creeping root-stock; steins slightly zigzag, glabrous
except towards the top; leaves rather distant, spreading or
recurved, pinnate,
branched at the end into
slender threads (ten-
drils) ; leaflets nearly
opposite, ovate to ovate-
lanceolate, rounded at
the base, rounded and
mucronate at the apex,
glabrous or thinly pubes-
cent ; stipules divided
into 2 lobes, more or less
dentate, green but small;
flowers dull lilac to pale
purple, yellowish at the
base, few in very short
subsessile racemes in the
upper axils; stalks and
calyx pubescent; calyx
(A, X 0) with 5 almost
equal sharp teeth; stan-
dard (B, x 0) obovate,
contracted in the mid-
dle; wing-petals (C, X 0)
obliquely obovate, with
a refiexed lobe; keel-
petals (D, X 0) golf-club-shaped; stamens (E, X 2) 10, all but
one united in a sheath; ovary (F, X 3) stalked, glabrous; style
with 2 brushes of hairs below the stigma, the inner of shorter
hairs (G, X 5); fruits (H, x |) Mi in, long, like small pea-pods,
sharply pointed, glabrous, the valves curling after opening; seeds
(J, X 2-J) purple-black, with a broad hilum reaching more than
half the way around (family Papittonaceae).

In this species the style is provided with 2 brushes just below
the stigma; that on the inside of the bend is shorter than that on
the outer side, as shown in fig. G, X 5*; the latter encloses a plate-
like depression; access to the nectar is much the same as de-
scribed for the Tufted Vetch (Common Wild Flowers, iig, 24).
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